
 

NB: Steward Investigation/Hearing decisions are subject to Appeal under the Rules of Greyhound Racing. 

 

 
Stewards Investigation & Hearing Report 

 
 
Date of Hearing:  31 July 2020   
Venue of Hearing:  Bendigo Greyhound Racing Club  
Name: Mr Anthony Costa (Trainer) 
 
Rule: GAR 86 (q) commits or omits to do any act or engages in conduct 

which is in any way detrimental or prejudicial to the interest, 
welfare, image, control or promotion of greyhound racing 

 
Offence: At the Shepparton Greyhound Racing Club on 27 July 2020, Mr 

Anthony Costa engaged in conduct that was detrimental and 
prejudicial to the interest and image of greyhound racing. 

 
Officiating Stewards: Mr Anthony Pearce 
 

REPORT 

On Friday 31 July 2020, GRV Stewards finalised an inquiry into an incident that occurred during a 
race-meeting at the Shepparton Greyhound Racing Club held on Monday 27 July 2020. 

Evidence was taken from Registered Person Mr Anthony Costa and GRV Steward Mr Luke Pearson.   

After considering all of the evidence, the Stewards issued a charge to Mr Costa under GAR 86 (q) 
with the specifics being that during a race meeting at the Shepparton Greyhound Racing Club on 27 
July 2020, Mr Costa, when acting in the capacity of a trainer, used inappropriate language towards 
GRV Steward Mr Luke Pearson, in the presence of other licensed persons in the kennelling area, 
which was detrimental or prejudicial to the interest and image of greyhound racing.  
 
Mr. Costa pleaded not guilty to the charge. The Stewards found Mr. Costa guilty as charged and issued 
fine of $500 on penalty, with $250 suspended for 2 years, pending no further conduct related issues 
during that time.  
 
In determining penalty, Stewards took into consideration:  
 

• Mr. Costa’s personal antecedence and record with GRV 

• The circumstances surrounding the commission of the offence 

• Specific and general deterrence   

• The inappropriate nature of the words used towards an official undertaking normal duty. 
 
 
 
………………………………………….. 
Paul Searle 
Chief Steward - GREYHOUND RACING VICTORIA 
 
 


